
Joseph ven der Buhs

INTRODUCTION
CFP Certified Financial Planner
CLU Chartered Life Underwriter
CHS Certified Health Insurance Specialist
CEA Certified Executor’s Advisor
CPCA Certified Professional Consultant on Aging 
FIC Fraternal Insurance CounselorABBOTSFORD

10 Years as Extraordinary Minister and Lecture
14 Years on Parish Finance Committee as Chair

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
4 Years - St. James/St. Ann’s Elementary School PEC

4 Years - St. John Brebeuf High School PEC

Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New Westminster
6 Years on Eparchial Finance Committee as their Volunteer Investment Coordinator

Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem
20 Year Member

Knights of Columbus
35 Year member, Past Grand Knight

25 Year Field Agent and General Agent

Mountain Strong Financial Inc.
President and Owner, founded in 2020

Independent Insurance Broker
Independent Investment Advisor

27 Years of Experience 



We will be discussing many things, which include legal issues and estate laws.  
However, I am not a Lawyer.

We will also discuss many things that deal with taxes and accounting.  
However, I am not an Accountant.

LEGAL DISCLOSURE

• RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PROFESSIONALS SUCH AS LAWYERS, NOTARIES, ACCOUNTANTS, PROPERTY 
APPRAISERS, MORTGAGE BROKERS, REALTORS, ETC. ARE AVAILABLE FROM ME.

• ALL ITEMS PERTAINING TO LEGAL OR ACCOUNTANTING ADVICE MUST BE REVIEWED WITH YOUR LAWYER OR 
ACCOUNTANT IN ADVANCE OF ACTING UPON THEM.  EACH PERSON’S AFFAIRS ARE UNIQUE AND INDIVIDUAL 
COUNSEL SHOULD BE OBTAINED.

• ALL NUMBERS AND PROJECTIONS IN THIS PRESENTATION ARE BASED ON ASSUMPTIONS, ON A FICTITIOUS CLIENT.  
YOUR ACTUAL VALUES WILL BE DIFFERENT, BASED ON YOUR AGE, INCOME, HEALTH, ETC.

Mutual Funds, Private Portfolios are offered through Monarch Wealth Corporation. 
GIC products are offered through Monarch Wealth Deposit Group Inc.

All insurance products and services are offered through Mountain Strong Financial Inc.



YOUR JOB



MY JOB



MY JOB



ARE YOU READY FOR YOUR NEXT STEP?

VS



LIVE FOR TODAY…  PLAN FOR TOMORROW



UNDERSTANDING WHY?

BUILD THE PLAN WITH 

YOUR TEAM

WORK OUT THE PLAN 

WITH YOUR ADVISOR 

REST EASY

REVIEW

HAVE A VISION

BUILD IT

3

SUCCESS!

4

THE DREAM

1

THE PLAN

2



USE PROFESSIONALS

ACCOUNTANT
Just 
Taxes??

LAWYER
Will
POA
Trusts

INVESTMENT 
ADVISOR
RSP, TFSA
Savings

INSURANCE 
ADVISOR
Life, Health
Property

Fin a n c ia l 
Pla n n e r
Use a 
Designated 
Advisor

BANKER

Cash Flow
Loans
Line of 
Credit

BUILD YOUR 
TEAM!

MAKE SURE 
THEY ARE 

EDUCATED!



Certified Financial Planner

https://fpcanada.ca/findaplanner



WHAT IS A WILL?



YOUR LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 
GOVERNMENT VERSION - INTESTATE
Disadvantages of Dying Intestate

NO WILL

NO EXECUTOR

Sure you can be 
the 

Administrator

Courts

OR

BC Gov’t
Public Guardian and Trustee

Surety Bond

What are the assets?

Looks like we 
better take care 

of things!



YOUR LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 
GOVERNMENT VERSION - INTESTATE

Savings
Ba n k o r In ve s tm e n t Ho u s e

Real-estate

Vehicles

Stuff

Probated

Savings
TFSA, An n u ity, Se g  

Fu n d s
Real-estate

J o in tly 
Own e d

Vehicles
J o in tly 
Own e d

Life Insurance
Na m e d  

Be n e fic ia ry

Non-
Probated

YOUR 
BENEFICIARIES

BY PASSES YOUR ESTATE

WESA

Your 
Province 
Matters

YOUR
ESTATE

INTESTATE



Distribution of your Assets!
Your 

Province 
Matters

50 / 50 (split)50 / 50
1st $300K Next $700K



No Spouse, No Children?

Parents

Siblings

Niece
Nephews

Cousin’s 1st, 2nd etc.

The Crown (Government)



YOUR LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT YOUR 
VERSION – A CURRENT AND VALID WILL - Testate

Savings
Ba n k o r In ve s tm e n t Ho u s e

Real-estate

Vehicles

Stuff

Probated

Savings
TFSA, An n u ity, Se g  Fu n d s

Real-estate
J o in tly Own e d

Vehicles
J o in tly Own e d

Life Insurance
Na m e d  Be n e fic ia ry

Non-
Probated

YOUR ESTATE
You Choose YOUR 

BENEFICIARIES

BY PASSES YOUR ESTATE

Your 
Province 
Matters



What an honour!



Estate Risk Profile

Is this estate going 
to cause me a 

problem?

DUTIES OF AN EXECUTOR
With the Funeral done, the 
Next Step is!

Know what 
you are 

getting into!



Your job in a nutshell!

Find the Will Confirm the 
Will is valid

Protect the 
Assets

Arrange the 
Funeral

Communicate 
with 

Beneficiaries

1 2 3 4 5START

List the 
Assets and 
Liabilities

If necessary, 
Apply for 
Probate

Deal with 
debts and 

taxes

Account to 
the 

beneficiaries

Distribute 
the estate

6 7 8 9 10

180 Days
Variations

Act



STEWARDSHIP!   TAX = SOCIAL DOLLARS!

CHARITY GOVERNMENT FAMILY



Gifting of Assets which have Capital Gains… 50%

INVESTED $10K CURRENT VALUE $40K

T3
$22,567

$17,433

TOTAL GIFT $40,000



Gifting of Assets which have Capital Gains… 50%

INVESTED $10K CURRENT VALUE $40K

$22,567

$4,230

$13,203

T3



Gifting of Assets which have Capital Gains… 50%

INVESTED $10K CURRENT VALUE $40K

$22,567

$17,433

T3



USE LIFE INSURANCE…  If you can…



I’m going to leave my RSP’s to the kids…

$115 K

$85 K

To the Kids To the Government

100%



I’m going to leave my RSP’s to the kids…

$184 K

$285 K

$200 K

To the Kids Guaranteed To the Kids at Maturity To the Church

100%



There are lots of ways to give…
GAIL JOHNSON
SPECIAL TO THE GLOBE AND MAIL
PUBLISHED JUNE 27, 2018
UPDATED AUGUST 1, 2018

1. USE LIFE 
INSURANCE

2. GIVE 
STOCKS

• It is better to give than receive, especially when that giving results in tax savings.
• One of the most common ways to donate money to a charity is through a will. But this approach has 

drawbacks.
• For one thing, the tax savings is limited.  In the year of one’s death you can claim only up to 100 per cent 

of your “final” year’s income in donations. That may not add up to much.  Plus, by going through your 
estate, probate fees of as much as 1.7 per cent apply.

• In addition, estates with high levels of charitable giving are sometimes challenged by family members who 
want a bigger share of the pie.

• High-net-worth individuals should consider other methods to boost their tax savings and ensure family 
harmony.

3. DONATE RRSPS AND 
RRIFS

6. SET UP A FOUNDATION
This option may appeal to those who plan to donate 
more than $1-million, as it allows the donor to have 
greater control over how dollars are given.
The foundation manages the money for you…5. USE DONOR-ADVISED FUNDS

This method is similar to a foundation – you can 
leave a legacy, earn income and donate to 
worthwhile organizations over time – but without 
the operating …

4. SET UP A TRUST
Whereas a foundation is set up for a 
particular charitable, non-profit or other 
social or religious purpose, donations can 
be made through a trust …



Catholic Legacy Society
Have a profound impact on the future of our Catholic Church.

https://support.rcav.org/gift-planning/catholic-legacy-society/



“To pay the sum of 
[ $_____ or _____% ]
of my estate to the 
Roman Catholic Archbishop
of Vancouver 
(#11884 9470 RR0004) 
for the benefit of
[parish name and location].”

Remember your parish in your Will
Simply share this sentence with your lawyer or financial planner. 



“To pay [the sum of $_____ OR _____% of my estate] to the 

Roman Catholic Archbishop of Vancouver 

(#11884 9470 RR0004) 

to be used as determined by the Archbishop of Vancouver.”

If the gift is for a specific parish or ministry, please use:

“To pay [the sum of $_____ OR _____% of my estate] to the 

Roman Catholic Archbishop of Vancouver 

(#11884 9470 RR0004)

for the benefit of [parish name and location, or name of ministry].”

Alternative wordings for your will might be...



Everyone needs an Estate Plan



development@rcav.org
Gift Planning Officer
604.683.0281

https://support.rcav.org/gift-planning/

Contact Us

Joseph ven der Buhs, CFP, CLU, CEA, CHS, CPCA, FIC

President, Insurance and Investment Advisor
604.217.1999
joe@mountainstrongfinancial.ca
https://www.mountainstrongfinancial.ca

RESOURCES USED

mailto:joe@mountainstrongfinancial.ca
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